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SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE 
ESTABLISHMENTS AND INDUSTRY 





TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1954 


Unirep STATES SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met at 10:30 a. m., pursuant to notice, in room 
357 of the Senate Office Building, Senator Karl E. Mundt presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin, 
(chairman of the subcommittee); Senator Karl E. Mundt, Republican, 
South Dakota; Senator Charles E. Potter, Republican, Michigan. 

Also present: James N. Juliana, acting executive director; Robert 
KF. Kennedy, chief counsel to the minority of the subcommittee; 
Donald F. O’Donnell, assistant counsel to the subcommittee; Daniel 
G. Buckley, assistant counsel to the subcommittee; Ruth Y. Watt, 
chief clerk; John Gomien, administrative assistant to Senator 
Dirksen. 

Senator Munpt: The committee will come to order, please. 

This is a continuation of our hearing on the question of Communists 
and subversives working in our defense plants. We have taken con- 
siderable amounts of executive testimony in that connection, and this 
morning we are going to have witnesses testifying about conditions 
in the Bethlehem Steel plant, in Bethlehem, Pa. 

[ expect that later in the morning Senator Potter, and perhaps 
Senator McCarthy, will join the committee hearing, but it being 
10:30 and time to start, I have come over to get the hearings under way. 

I do not think it has to be stated that in the kind of world in which 
we live, if there are Communists working in defense plants, which 
are manufacturing items of defense which are classified, and which 
are secret, that we certainly are nourishing at our breast a viper that 
every good American should help to exterminate 

Under the present laws there seem to be great difficulties about 
getting rid of them—people belonging to labor unions or otherwise 
having labor contracts in defense plants, even though they may be 
Communists. The corporations of the country and big companies, 
some very, very actively, and some with a considerable amount of 
lassitude, are interested in the problem. We have found that when, 
as and if congressional committees are able to ferret out these Com- 
munists or people whose affinity to communism is so close that they 
elect to take the fifth amendment, rather than discuss or deny their 
Communist connections, under those circumstances corporations 
rather universally and uniformily have taken the necessary steps to 
remove these potential saboteurs and present spies from employment. 

The difficulty is to find them, to get them in the open, and it is the 
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function of Congress to give those people who have been accused of 


beine Communists and perl aps esplonage agents and saboteurs a 
chance to deny the accusation. If they do not deny it, and if they 
admit it, or by taking the fifth amendment give all types of indica- 


tions that they are Communists, then it is the function of this com- 
mittee to call that to the attention of the Secretary of Defense, and 
call it to the attention of the presidents of the corporations, and to do 
what we can from the congressional angle to msist that good Americans 
ret active in eliminating these people from our midst 

Mr. Thomas will be the first witness 

Mr. Thomas, will vou raise your right hand? Do you swear the 
testimony vou are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help vou God? 

Mir. Tuomas. I do 


TESTIMONY OF HERMAN E. THOMAS 


Senator Munpr. Mr. Thomas, for the benefit of the record, will 
you give us vour name and your present place of employment? 

Mr. THomas. My name is Herman E. Thomas, and I own and 
operate the Herjeans Chip Steak Co., in Allentown, Pa. 

Senator Munpr. Will vou give us for the benefit of the record your 
background of what vour connections have been with the Bethlehem 
Steel Co.? 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, in 1940, August of 1940, | secured emplovment 
with the Bethlehem Steel Co., and worked there until December of 
1942 

Then in January 1945 I again obtained employment with the Beth- 
lehem Steel Co 

Senator Munpr. [ am sorry, we will have to ask the photographers 
to sit down, because we cannot see the witnesses when we are conduct- 
ing the hearing. You will have to sit down and take your pictures 
later, or at some other time or not at all 

Will vou proceed, Mr. Thomas? 

Mr. TuHomas. In January of 1945, I again went to work for the 
Bethlehem Steel Co., of Bethlehem, and worked there until July of 
1947, when I went into business for myself. 

Then in October of 1950 at the request of the Communist Party, I 
went back into the Bethlehem Steel, and I was fired from the Bethle- 
hem Steel in 1951 for being a Communist 

Senator Munpr. You were fired in what vear? 

Mr. THomas. In 1951. 

Senator Munprt. They fired you from the managerial end, because 
of your Communist 

Mr. THomas. I understand it was at the request of the steel workers 
union that I be fired. 

Senator Munpr. At any subsequent time, have you ever been 
employed by the Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Tuomas. Those are the only times. 

Mr. Juttana. Mr. Thomas, when you were a member of the 
Communist Party, did you work for and report regularly to the FBI? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, sir, I reported to the FBI for a period of over 10 
years 
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Mr. Junrana. When you went into the party at the request of the 
FBI, what Communist Party functionary requested you and recruited 
you back into the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuoomas. Well, in April of 1944, Mother Ella Reeve Bloor, who 
is now deceased, a charter member of the Communist Party, requested 
me back into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jutiana. What were some of the positions you held as a 
member of the Communist Party in the Lehigh Valley area? 

Mr. THomas. Around June of 1944 I became chairman of the 
Bethlehem City Communist Party Club, and also became a member 
of the section committee. At the end of 1945, a Bethlehem Steel 
Communist Party Club was organized, and I became membership 
director of that club, and also serving on the section committee. 

In 1947, I moved to Allentown, Pa., and at that time the Allentown 
City Club of the Communist Party was divided into two clubs, 
namely an Allentown City Club of the Communist Party, and an 
industrial club of the Communist Party in Allentown. I became 
chairman of the industrial club of the Communist Party in Allentown. 

Around 1948, that industrial club was dissolved, and the Allentown 
City Club of the Communist Party took over. I was on the executive 
committee of that club, and also a member of the section committee. 
I held that job as a member of the section committee, being responsible 
for finances for the Lehigh Valley section of the Communist Party, 
until the time I testified in the Smith Act trials, May 6, 1954. 

Mr. Juuiana. That trial was held in Philadelphia, Pa., is that 
correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Juntana. That was a trial in which several leading Com- 
munists in the country were indicted and later convicted, is that 
correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. Nine of them. 

Mr. Jutiana. And you testified at great length concerning your 
knowledge of the Communist Party movement, and in particular 
your knowledge of these individuals? 

Mr. Tuomas. I was the only witness who identified the whole 
nine, the nine of them. 

Mr. Jutrana. Mr. Thomas, when you were a member of the 
Communist Party in Lehigh Valley area, did you know a man by the 
name of Joseph A. Picucci? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, I did. 

Mr. Jutrana. When did you first meet Mr. Picucei? 

Mr. THomas. Around 1945. 

Mr. Juniana. Was Mr. Picucci a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, he was. 

Mr. Juttana. For how long a period do you know him to be a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Nine years. 

Mr. Junttana. Where is Mr. Picucci now employed? 

Mr. Tuomas. Bethlehem Steel Co., at Bethlehem, Pa. 

Mr. Juttana. In August of 1950, were you a member of a three 
man secretariat of the Lehigh Valley Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, I was. 

Mr. Juttana. What was the purpose of this secretariat? 
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Mr. Tuomas. In August of 1950, the party went underground, 
that is, the Communist Party, and we disbanded the section com- 
mittee which had about 9 members on it, and there was a secretariat 
of 3 appointed to handle the activities of the party in the Lehigh 
Valley, and then the clubs were broken down into cells of 3 or 4, so that 
the FBI would not have a chance to get large groups of people at any 
one place. 

Mr. Jutt1ana. Who were the other members of the three man 
secretariat besides yourself? 

Mr. Tuomas. Joseph Picucci, and Morris Chasan. 

Mr. Juuttana. Who is Morris Chasan? 

Mr. Tuomas. Morris Chasan at the time was the caretaker for Budd 
Schuldberg, the Hollywood writer. 

Mr. Jox1ana. The purpose of this secretariat was to operate the 
Communist Party in that general area in an underground fashion; is 
that correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Jutrana. To your knowledge in May of 1954, when vou left 
the Communist Party, was the Communist Party operating in the 
underground? 

Mr. Tuomas. I would say it was. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Thomas, our committee has ascertained that 
the Bethlehem Steel Co., has in the neighborhood of $1 million, let 
us say, of classified contracts from the Federal departments. From 
vour experience as a Communist, and vour experience as a worker in 
Bethlehem, what would be your evaluation of the possible security 
risk of having a man like Mr. Picucci—he is presently a Communist, 
emploved in Bethlehem—or other Communist workers employed in 
the Bethlehem Steel plants? Would it enable them to ferret out infor- 
mation to Communist sources, and would it enable them to contact 
other people in classified sections, even though they did not work there, 
to the detriment of our security program? 

Mr. TxHomas. Senator, I think these employees of the Bethlehem 
Steel who are members of the Communist Party are in a very good 
position to forward information to the Communist Party. I would 
like to point out, if I may, Senator, some of the procedures used by 
the Communist Party to ascertain information as to what is going on 
in the Bethlehem Steel. 

At a branch level meeting of the Communist Party clubs who are 
mostly steel workers, conditions of the shop are discussed as well as the 
product made in that shop, the physical setup of that shop. There 
ire certain individuals who are delegated to a district steel commission 
that is set up by the district headquarters of the Communist Party, 
ind at this district meeting there are members from other steel plants, 
ind there they gather these facts together as to what is going on in the 
different plants of this chain. 

Then there are delegates to a national steel commission where 
further these facts are assimilated, and find their way to the Soviet 

hion 

There is a Communist official organ, international organ, called 
lor a Lasting Peace, which is published in Bucharest. In reading and 
being told by leaders of the party to read this paper, we find a lot of 
the information that was given appearing in this international organ 
f the Communist Party. 

Senator Porrer. May I ask a question there? 
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Mr. Thomas, vou stated that you were a member of a three-man 
secretariat at Bethlehem Steel; is that correct, where you secured 
information concerning the plant? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right. 

Senator Porrer. To pass on to a superior committee; is that 
correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct, Senator. 

Senator Porrer. Do you have knowledge of other so-called secre- 
tariats existing in other plants? 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, Senator, I was a member at one time of the 
district steel commission. 

Senator Porrer. That is of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, also a delegate to the national steel commission. 
I attended several district steel commission meetings, some in Phila- 
delphia, and one in Reading, Pennsylvania, and two in Cleveland, 
Ohio. At one of the national commission meetings of the Communist 
Party that I attended in Cleveland, Gus Hall was present. Gus 
Hall is one of the first indicted under the Smith Act now serving time 
in a Federal prison. 

Senator Porrer. This was an underground apparatus, is that 
correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Senator Porrer. In other words, it was a built-in espionage 
apparatus. 

Mr. Tuomas. If you want to call it that, Senator, that would be 
right. 

Senator Porrmr. It is so in all basic industries? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Thomas, as I understand it, from what you 
have said now, and what you said yesterday, the Communists maintain 
a steel commission in each steel plant? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. This individual plant commission determined 
the nature of the work being done there, and the type of production, 
and the productive capacity and the material being manufactured 
and fabricated, and then they would bring that all together in some 
national steel commission. 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. To get that information and forward it upstairs 
to higherups in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know from your own knowledge whether 
it was a Communist practice to have other commissions in the field 
of other supplies? 

There would be an electrical commission in electrical supplies, and 
a shipbuilding commission in shipbuilding, so that out of this system 
the Communist Party in Russia can maintain a complete census, not 
only of our productive capacity in the various fields, but what is 
actually presently being produced. 

Mr. THomas. That is correct. There was an electric commission, 
and there was a maritime commission, also. 

Senator Munprt. So that any who might hold that it is not import- 
ant whether a Communist is working in a defense plant or not, if he 
does not happen to be manufacturing hydrogen bombs, are living in a 
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completely make-believe world unless they are also willing to say that 
it is not important to us whether or not the Kremlin knows exactly 
what is being manufactured in every manufacturing plant in America. 
Is that correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Senator Porrer. Now, this information that your secretariat 
received from the plants is passed on to the next higher committee or 
commission. Do you have knowledge as to whether that information 
was transmitted to the Soviet Union, for example? 

Mr. THomas. No, that I do not have. 

Senator Porrer. You do not know? 

Mr. THomas. No. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Kennedy, did you have a question? 

Mr. Kennepy. Were there people working with you that would go 
to these workers in the steel plant, and ask for this sort of information, 
Mr. Thomas? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you know people yourself that used to go to 
the steelworkers and ask for this information? 

Mr. Tuomas. I was one of them, one of those persons, along with 
the section organizers, at different times, who went to different 
steelworkers to secure information. 

Mr. Kennepy. And what sort of questions would you ask—how 
many men were working in the particular section? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct, and we would ask how many men 
were working in a section, and we would want to know what was 
manufactured in that section, and what the grievances of the men 
were, and that information we compiled from the different depart- 
ments, and would bring out at our district steel commission meeting. 

Mr. Kennepy. And then you in turn after that meeting was over, 
and after you get these various reports from the various steel mills, 
would pass that on to a higher level, is that it? 

Mr. THomas. Someone in charge of the district steel commission 
would attend a meeting of the national steel commission, and pass 
that information on. 

Mr. Kmnnepy. Now, back in 1937, when you first went into the 
Communist Party, Mr. Thomas, why did you happen to join it at 
that time? Did someone influence you to join? 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, the owner of the establishment that I was 
working for was a member of the Communist Party, and we had 
quite a few discussions, and after some persuasion on his part, and 
some of his friends, 1 joined the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kennepy. And then you left in 1939 or 1940? 

Mr. THomas. In 1939 I left the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kennepy. Who was influential in getting you to leave the 
Communist Party at that time? 

Mr. THomas. Well, I might say there were two factors that were 
instrumental in my leaving the Communist Party at that time. It 
was becoming apparent what the true aims and purposes of the 
Communist Party were, at that time, and then I had signed a petition 
for a Communist Party member who had run for city council, in 
Bethlehem. When he circulated this petition, he did not have at the 
top of the petition the name of the party under which he was running, 
and when he presented the petition to the election board, he inserted 
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the name “Communist Party,’’ and there were a lot of steelworkers, 
honest steelworkers, who had signed this petition, and they requested 
that their names be removed from the petition, and the Bethlehem 
Globe Times newspaper published a list of all of the signatories to the 
petition, and my name appeared as one of them. 

At that time I was secretary of the Brewery Workers Local 264 in 
Allentown, Pa. The business agent saw that my name had appeared, 
and he said, ‘‘Herman, if | knew you were a member of the Communist 
Party, I would have you kicked out of the union.”’ 

I saw that as an opportune time to get out. 

Mr. Kennepy. What was his name? 

Mr. Tuomas. William J. Lorer. 

Mr. Kennepy. And what was his position? 

Mr. Tuomas. He was the business agent of the brewery workers 
union, and very hostile to Communists. 

Mr. Kennepy. In 1948 through 1950, what were you doing, 
running your own establishment at that time? 

Mr. Tuomas. In 1947 up until 1950 I had a luncheonette in Allen- 
town. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did the Communist Party want you to go back 
into the steel plant? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did they consider that a basic indusiry? 

Mr. Tuomas. Bethelehem Steel is the major concentration point 
of the Communist Party throughout the United States. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did they urge upon the people that are in private 
industry and did they urge their members to go into these basic 
industries, such as steel and others? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, they encouraged their members, and they 
encouraged sympathizers who were, say, in the needle trades, and 
they even sent up members from Philadelphia to be colonized in our 
area to try to get jobs at Bethlehem Steel. 

Senator Munpr. In that connection, what was the overall attitude 
of the Communists at the time you were a member of the party 
toward strikes in defense industries? That is regardless of whether 
strikes were called for what labor leaders might consider legitimate 
reasons, working conditions, and so forth? What would be the attitude 
of the Communists? 

Mr. Tuomas. I would say that during the period of World War II, 
the Communists were against all strikes, and in defense plants, be- 
cause the Soviet Union was our ally. But during the Korean war 

Senator Porrer. At the time we were fighting on the same side as 
Russia, the Communist Party was against any kind of work stoppage? 

Mr. THomas. They were for all-out production. During the Korean 
War, I recall one incident where there was a strike in the beam yard 
of the Bethlehem Steel, and we were instructed to go to talk to these 
different individuals that were on strike, and tell them not to give in, 
that they can get better conditions from the steel company. This to 
my own thinking was a camouflage. 

Mr. Juutana. Mr. Thomas, do you know a woman by the name of 
Marion Kuzma? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, I do; very well. 

Mr. Jut1ana. Who is she? 
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\M[r. Tuomas. She is the wife of Joseph Kuzma, one of the indicted 
Smith Act defendants in the Philadelphia trial. 

Mr. Juttana. Was Marion Kuzma in contact with Joseph Picucci 
early in 1954? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, she was. 

Mr. Juntana. For what purpose? 

Mr. Tuomas. The Communist Party of Eastern Pennsylvania and 
Delaware had set a defense fund of $100,000 because of the arrest 
of the 9 Communist leaders in the Philadelphia area. ‘They said 
$60,000 of that would have to go for legal fees, and the other $40,000 
would be used for propaganda. The Lehigh Valley section had a 
quota of $3,000 to raise, and Marion Kuzma contacted me when she 
came up to the Lehigh Valley section of people she should see, to 
approach for money, and she told me that she approached Joseph 
Picueci and that he went down to the bank and drew out the last $200 
he had in the bank to give to the defense fund. 

Mr. Jutiana. That is for defense of the Communists on trial in 
Philadelphia? 

Mr. THomas. That is correct 

Mr. Juntana. Did Joseph Picueci furnish you with information 
concerning the internal conditions at Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Tuomas. As I said before, at the club meetings, the different 
Communist members would give information as to what was going 
on in their shop, and Joseph Picueei reported as to what was going 
on in his department 

Senator Porrer. What type of information would they give you? 

Mr. Tromas. The feeling of the men, what they were doing, and 
the departments that he worked in, the type of work and so forth. 

Senator Porrrr. The type of work that they were engaged in? 

Mr. Thomas. That is correct. 

Senator Porrer. The number of people that are working there, 
I assume. 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right 

Senator Munpr. Speaking of raising defense funds, Mr. Thomas, 
I wonder if you were a member of the Communist Party at the time 
the Mundt-Nixon bill was before Congress. 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. What was their attitude toward that? 

Mr. Tuomas. Senator, we raised in the Lehigh Valley, one of the 
largest amounts in the country to fight the Mundt-Nixon bill, and 
we raised $2,600 to try to defeat the Mundt-Nixon bill. That is the 
Communist Party of the Lehigh Valley area. 

Senator Munpt. Thank you for confirming a rumor which I have 
long suspected to be a fact. 

Mr. Kennepy. You know at these meetings, when this strike was 
going on, Mr. Thomas 

Mr. THomas. What strike is that? 

Mr. Kennepy. The strike that the Communist Party wished pro- 
longed, that you were talking about before. 

At these Communist Party meetings, what would vou discuss as to 
the Communist Party attitude toward the strike? This was during 
the Korean war, and was the reason you wanted to prolong the strike 
merely because it would be better for the workers, or did you want to 
prolong it for some other reason? 
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Mr. Tuomas. As you probably know, the Communist Party was 
on record against the Korean war. They said the Korean war was 
not a people’s war. The Communist Party was instrumental in 
getting out all kinds of petitions for peace, and I can assure you that 
the object behind the Communist Party in keeping or trying to 
prolong the strike was not for the betterment of working conditions 
for the workers. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you actually discuss that at these Communist 
Party meetings, that you wanted to slow down the war effort? 

Mr. Tuomas. Not in the branch levels of the meeting. 

Mr. Kennepy. At the higher level? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. You discussed that? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. That you wanted to prolong the strike in order to 
slow down the war effort? 

Mr. Tomas. That is correct. 

Senator Potrer. Along that line, I wonder if I could interject a 
question, 

What was the attitude of the Communist Party toward the men 
buying war bonds? 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, one of the members of the Communist Party 
was dropped from the party because he was buying Government 
bonds. They told him that in doing so, he was just prolonging the 
war effort, and along that line | would like to say that a meeting of 
the three-man section committee at that time, during the Korean war, 
at that meeting I was serving as an observer in the ground observers 
corps, airplane spotter. At a meeting of our section committee, | 
told them that I had to leave a little early, that I was going to report 
at 12 o’clock to do airplane spotting, and they were amazed, and they 
said that I was only helping the Korean war effort by doing this, and 
that I should resign as a ground observer. 

Senator Munpr. Was this the three-member commission? 

Mr. THomas. We had a three-man commission other than the sec- 
tion committee around 1952-54. I told them that I would resign 
from the ground observer corps, but I did not. 

Senator Porrer. Despite the fact that Bethlehem had defense 
contracts, the Communist Party faction told their people, and their 
sympathizers, that to buy war bonds and to take part in a civil 
defense program was a bad thing to do? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; buying bonds was just helping the Govern- 
ment manufacture more ammunition that was being used against the 
North Koreans. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Thomas, do you know Mr. Picucci well and 
intimately, or just occasionally? 

Mr. Tuomas. I have known Mr. Picucci for the last 9 years. 

Senator Munpt. Do you know him well enough so that you would 
be able to recognize him on sight, as for example if he was in the room 
at the present time? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Will you stend up and look around, and see if 
you can see Mr. Picucci? 

Mr. Tuomas. May I walk back there? 

Senator Munpr. Surely. 
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Mr. THomas. Mr. Picucci is sitting over here with the glasses. 

Senator Munpr. Near the rear of the room? 

Mr. THomas. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. The man with the blue necktie? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. We want to ask you, Mr. Thomas, about some 
other individuals in Bethlehem Steel, but I think at this time I will 
ask you to step down, and ask Mr. Picucci to take the stand. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH A. PICUCCI, BETHLEHEM, PA., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY JOSEPH FORER, ATTORNEY 


\MIr. Forer. We would like to ask that no pictures be taken, and 
that the lights be turned off the witness in accordance with the usual 
procedure of this committee. 

Senator Munpr. There will be no pictures taken during the testi- 
mony 

Mr. Forer. What about the lights? 

Senator Munpr. Will you bring up another chair for the attorney? 

After the photographers have concluded, we will turn the lights off 
and discontinue taking pictures. 

Will you stand and be sworn. Do you swear that the testimony 
you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Preveer. I do. 

Senator Munpr. Will the attorney identify himself for the purpose 
of the hearings? 

Mr. Forrer. Joseph Forer, 711 14th Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Senator Munpr. I could not hear you. 

Mr. Forer. Joseph Forer, 711 14th Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Senator Munpt. I neglected to ask you yesterday, are you a 
member of a firm, or is that your business address? 

Mr. Forrer. That is my business address; yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I was looking at you yesterday. Were you not 
here about a little over a year ago representing Frank Coe in the 
monetary hearings? 

Mr. Forer. I did not represent Mr. Coe 

Senator Munpr. | thought I remembered seeing vou. 

Mr. Forer. You have seen me before, and I have seen you before, 
but I did not represent Mr. Coe. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Picucci, where were you born? 

Mr. Preveer. In Italy. 

senator Munpr. When? 

Mr. Picucctr. 1899. 

Senator Munpr. 1899? 

Mr. Prevect. That is right 

Senator Munptr. When did vou come to the United States? 

Mr. Preveer. In 1921. 

Senator Munpr. Where did you locate? 

Mr. Picvecr. Where am I located now? 

Senator Munptr. Where did you locate then? 

Mr. Picuccr. In Bethlehem, Pa. 

Senator Munpr. Are you a naturalized citizen? 


Mr. Picuccr. Yes, sir 
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Senator Munpr. When and where did you become a naturalized 
citizen? 

Mr. Picuccr. In Youngstown, Ohio. In April 1927. 

Senator Munpr. In April? 

Mr. Picucer. Yes, of 1927. 

Senator Munpr. Where are you presently employed? 

Mr. Picuccr. Bethlehem Steel. 

Senator Munprt. In what capacity? 

Mr. Picucci. Bethlehem, Pa. 

Senator Munpr. In what capacity? 

Mr. Picuccr. As a mechanical repairman. 

Senator Munpr. As a mechanical repairman? 

Mr. Picuccr. Or millwright, or whatever you want to call it. 

Senator Munpt. Repairing essentially what kind of machinery? 

Mr. Picucer. Machinery and open-hearth furnaces. 

Senator Munpr. Repairing machinery and open-hearth furnaces? 

Mr. Picuccr. Yes. 

Senator Munptr. Have you ever seen Mr. Thomas before this 
morning? 

Mr. Picucctr. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the basis of my 
privilege under the fifth amendment, not to be a witness against 
myself. 

Senator Munpr. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Picucci. | refuse to answer, sir, for the same reason. 

Senator Munpr. You will have to state the reason. 

Mr. Picuccr. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Senator Munpr. Could you speak up a little. It is terribly hard 
to hear you. 

Mr. Picucct. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privileges under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Munptr. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 
April of 1927 when you took an oath of allegiance to the United States 
to get your citizenship? 

Mr. Picuccr. I refuse to answer for the same reason, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What reason? 

Mr. Picuect. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment, not to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Munpr. Associate counsel, Mr. Kennedy, suggested that 
we read into the record at this time the naturalization oath, which I 
shall do. 

I hereby declare on oath that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure 
all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign principal, potentate, state or sovereignty, 
and particularly to 
blank, which I suppose is filled in by the name of the country from 
which you came 
that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of 
America, against all enemies, foreign and domestic, and that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same. 

Did you take that oath in April of 1927? 

Mr. Preucer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. And you do not now want to say at the time you 


took it vou were not a member of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. Prevecr. I refuse to answer, sir, for the same reason. 

Senator Munpr. What reason? 

Mr. Prcvccr. On the basis of my privileges under the fifth amend- 
ment, not to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Picucci, do you know a Marion Kuzma? 

Mr. Picucct. I refuse to answer the same reason I gave before. 

Senator Porrrer. Will you state your reason? 

Mr. Picuccr. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment not to become a witness against myself. 

Senator Porrrr. In early 1954, did you give Marion Kuzma $400 
to aid the Communist defense of the Smith Act trial defendants in 
P hiladelphia? 

\Ir. Prevccr. I refuse to answer for the same reason, sir. 

Senator Porrer. And will you state the reason? 

Mr. Preuccr. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privileges under 
the fifth amendment, not to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Porrer. In August of 1950 were you a member of the 
three-man so-called secretariat of the Communist Party, to handle 
Communist Party affairs in that area? 

\Ir. Preuccr. I refuse to answer, sir, for the same reason. 

Senator Munpr. What reason? 

Mr. Prevect. On the basis of my privileges under the fifth amend- 
ment, not to be a witness against myse lf. 

Senator Porrer. Were you responsible for the Communist Party 
steel strike in Bethlehem in 1950? 

Mr. Prevccr. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Senator Porrer. State your reason. 

Mr. Prevccr. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privileges under 
the fifth amendment, not to become a witness against myself. 

Senator Porrer. In the period 1947-48, were you a member of the 
section committee of the Communist Party of Lehigh Valley? 

Mr. Picucct. I refuse to answer, sir, on the basis of my privileges 
under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Porrrer. That is all. 

Senator Munpt. Do you know Mr. William Hood, a Communist 
organizer in the Bethlehem steel plant? 

Mr. Picucct. I refuse to answer, sir, for the same reason. 

Senator Munpt. You have to state the reason if you are not going 
to be in contempt of this committee. 

Mr. Picucct. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privileges under 
the fifth amendment not to become a witness against myself. 

Senator Munprt. Are there any further questions? 

Mr. Juniana. Mr. Piccucci, where did you reside before you moved 
to Bethlehem, Pa.? 

Mr. Picucct. Where did I reside? In Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Juttana. Did you ever live in Youngstown, Ohio? 

Mr. Prevecr. Prior to that; yes, sir. 

Mr. Juuiana. Were vou the organizer for the Italian branch of the 
International Workers Order in Youngstown, Ohio? 

Mr. Prevecr. I refuse to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Juuiana. Mr. Chairman—TI think—excuse me. What is the 
basis for that? 

Mr. Picuccr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privileges under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against 
myself. 
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Mr. Jutiana. Mr. Chairman, I think the record should show that 
the International Workers Order is an organization which has been 
declared by the Attorney General as being a Communist organization. 

Mr. Picucci, did you ever furnish to any member of the Communist 
Party information concerning the internal conditions of the Bethlehem 
steel Co? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Picuccr. I refuse to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Juuiana. On what grounds? 

Mr. Picuccr. On the basis of my privileges under the fifth amend- 
ment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juniana. In 1946, did you serve as a contact man for the 
Communist Party in connection with a strike at the Bethlehem 
Steel Co.? 

Mr. Picucctr. I refuse to answer, sir, for the same reason I gave. 

Mr. Juniana. What is the reason? 

Mr. Picucct. On the basis of my privileges under the fifth amend- 
ment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juuiana. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Picucci, do you belong to an organization 
which advocates the forceful overthrow of this Government? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Picucci. Not to my knowledge, sir. 

Mr. KenNeEpy. Excuse me? 

Mr. Picuccr. Not to my knowledge, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. You don’t belong? 

Mr. Picuccr. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. KenNepy. You don’t know if you do or not? 

Mr. Picuccr. I don’t. 

Mr. Kennepy. You do or you don’t? 

Mr. Forer. He said not to his knowledge. 

Mr. Kennepy. Then your answer is you don’t know definitely 
whether you belong to an organization which advocates the forceful 
overthrow of this Government? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Picuccr. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you believe the Communist Party advocates the 
forceful overthrow of the Government by force and violence? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Picucct. I have no information of that sort, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Picucci, I think a person would know whether 
or not he belonged to an organization which advocated the forceful 
overthrow of the Government. Now you said not to your knowledge, 
don’t you know definitely whether you belong to such an organization? 
That is not a difficult question. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Kennepy. I think the record should show that the witness is 
consulting with his attorney in answer to that question. 

Senator Munpr. The record will so show. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, Mr. Picucci, will you answer my question 
whether you do belong to an organization which advocates the 
forceful overthrow of the Government? 

Mr. Picucct. -I told vou not to my knowledge. 
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Mr. Kennepy. But you are not absolutely sure whether you do or 
you don’t? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prcucer. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Kennepy. Well, back in April of 1927, when you took this 
oath that the chairman read, did you belong at that time to an 
organization which advocated the forceful overthrow of this Govern- 
ment? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prevecr. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr Kennepy. It is again not to your knowledge, and you can’t 
say definitely that you did not? 

Mr. Picvccrt. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Kennepy. Thank you 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Picucci, have you ever engaged in espionage? 

Mr. Prevectr. Certainly not, sir. 

Senator Porrer. You say that you have? 

Mr. Prevecr. Certainly not. 

Senator Porrer. Certainly not? 

Mr. Picuccr. Certainly not. 

Senator Porrnr. If the Communist Party directed you to engage 
in espionage, would you do it? 

Mr. Picvecr. I would not do espionage of my country for nobody. 

Mr. Kennepy. Have you ever taken any orders from the Com- 
munist Party, Mr. Picucci? 

Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prevect. What kind of orders? I am not taking any orders. 

Senator Munpr. We can’t hear you. The question was, Have you 
ever taken any orders from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Forer. He asked me to explain what kind of orders you mean, 
and what you mean by orders. 

Senator Munpr. Any kind of orders. Well, make it a simple 
question. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prcvect. I refuse to answer that, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Why? 

Mr. Prevecrt. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment, not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juurana. Mr. Picucei, do vou know a man by the name of 
Morris Chasan? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prcuccr. I refuse to answer that, sir 

Mr. Juniana. On what grounds? 

Mr. Prevect. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Junrana. Do vou know a man by the name of Charles Spencer? 

Mr. Picucer. I refuse under the same reasons, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. What is the reason? 

Mr. Prevect. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment, not to become a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juniana. Are you a member of the Communist Party as of 
today? 

Mr. Piceveci. | refuse to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds, the same reason of my fifth amendment 
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Mr. JuLiana. Not to be a witness against vourself. 

Mr. Picveccr. That is right. 

Mr. Jurimana. That is all. 

Senator Porrer. Did you ever give any unauthorized information 
to Mr. Thomas? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prevecr. | did not give unauthorized information to anybody, 
and I would not have it. 

Senator Porrrmr. A few questions back you stated you refused to 
answer the question as to whether you gave information concerning 
the plant in which you were employed to Mr. Thomas. I believe you 
also used the fifth amendment, and refused to answer that question. 

Now, do vou state that vou did not give him any information? 

Mr. Picucct. No, I said to anybody, and I am not saying Thomas. 

Mr. Forrr. The question was “unauthorized information.” 

Senator Porrer. Did you? What is vour answer to the question? 
That you did not give Mr. Thomas any unauthorized information? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Picuccr. I am mixed up here. 

Mr. Forrer. He answered earlier, if 1 can cut it short, you asked if 
he gave any unauthorized information to Mr. Thomas, and he an- 
swered he never gave any unauthorized information to anybody, and 
he was not in a position to get any unauthorized information. That 
is what the record will show. 

Mr. Picuccr. That is what I wanted to say, and that is what I said. 

Senator Porrer. But you refused to answer the previous question, 
when you were asked if you gave information to Mr. Thomas concern- 
ing the type of work being conducted in the plant. 

Mr. Forer. That is right. 

Senator Porrer. Your answer to that is that you are privileged 
under the fifth amendment, is that correct? 

Mr. Picuccr. How is that again? 

Senator Porrer. Your answer to the question of whether you gave 
information to Mr. Thomas, and I will ask the question again—did 
you give any information to Mr. Thomas concerning the type of work 
that was being conducted in your plant at Bethlehem? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prcuccr. I refuse to answer that, sir, on the basis of the privi- 
lege of my fifth amendment, not to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Munpt. Now, Mr. Picucci, one final question. It is the 
opinion of this committee as presently constituted, and its opinion 
may or may not change after the first of the year, I don’t know, but 
the present opinion of this committee is that anybody working in a 
defense plant who has been charged with being a Communist, and who 
takes refugee under the fifth amendment and refuses to deny or con- 
firm that fact is not a suitable employee to work in a defense plant in 
the kind of world that we live in, and because of the present attitude 
of the Communist government. 

Consequently, it is going to be our recommendation to Bethlehem 
Steel that any employee who responds as you have responded, in the 
interest of the national defense, should be summarily removed. 

It is going to be our recommendation to the Secretary of Defense 
that we withdraw or cancel any defense contracts that we have with 
corporations that insist on employing Communists or subversives, or 
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those who refuse to deny or affirm their connection with subversive 
organizations. 

You are a workingman and we prefer you to know, and with that 
T ask you this final question. Knowing that, would you like to avail 
yourself of this opportunity under oath to deny the charges made by 

Thomas, that you have been and that you are a member of the 
Ccuierauaaat Party? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Picuccr. No, sir. 

Senator Munprt. You would not? 

Mr. Picuccr. No, sir. 

Senator Munpr. I think that there are no further questions and 
you may step down. 

We are not dismissing the subpena nor the witness, and we may 
want to call him back a little later today. 

Mr. Forrer. How long do you want him to wait around? I will 
check with you after this morning’s hearing. 

Senator Munprt. It may still be again this morning. 

Mr. Forer. All right. 

Senator Munpt. Mr. Thomas, will you resume, then. 

While Mr. Thomas is coming to the stand, Mr. Juliana, it is the 
instruction of the present occupant of the Chair that you immediately 
forward a copy of the testimony of yesterday and today by registered 
mail, with return receipt requested, to the president of the Bethlehem 
Steel Corp., to the Secretary of Defense, Mr. Charles Wilson, and to 
the Commissioner of Immigration, asking the first two to take what 
steps they can, and that they believe they should, to immediately 
remove from employment Mr. Picucci, in the Bethlehem Steel Co., 
in the interest of our national defense, and to ask the Commissioner 
of Immigration-—or the Justice Department, wherever this should 
properly be sent, whether in their belief deportation proceedings 
could be entered into against Mr. Picuecei by virtue of the fact that he 
took an oath in 1927 under cireumstnces upon which his testimony 
today attaches a very serious doubt. 

You will get a return receipt from each of the letters of transmittal, 
asking them to keep this chairman apprised of what action they are 
taking in those requests. 

Mr. Jutrana: That will be done. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do we know what contracts the Government has 
with Bethlehem, and whether Mr. Picucci is working on any classified 
information, and whether he has received any classified clearance 
himself, or whether he is working on any Government contracts? 

Mr. Juurana. We do have that information, Mr. Kennedy. 


TESTIMONY OF HERMAN E, THOMAS—Resumed 


Senator Munpt. That is committee business and we will take that 
up In executive session. 

Mr. Krnnepy. I wonder whether we should put in about what 
Mr. Picucci does in the plant? 

Senator Munpt. I did not want to put any classified material in the 
record. 

Mr. Kennepy. I did not think it was classified. 
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Mr. Juntiana. Mr. Thomas, while you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party in the Bethlehem area of Pennsylvania, did you know a 
man by the name of John Szabo? 

Mr. Tuomas. I believe that is John Szabo, Mr. Juliana. 

Mr. Juniana. Did you know him? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Jutrana. Did you know him to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Juniana. For how long a period of time? 

Mr. THomas. At least 9 years. 

Mr. Jutiana. Did you know him to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party on May 6, 1954, which is the date that you testified in 
Philadelphia in the Smith Act trial? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, I knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party as of that date. 

Mr. Juttana. You were a member of the Communist Party just 
prior to your testimony in that trial? 

Mr. THomas. I was a member of the Communist Party until 20 
minutes of 4 of May 6, 1954. 

Mr. Juurana. Where did John Szabo live? 

Mr. Tuomas. He lived in Butztown, Pa., which is right outside of 
Bethlehem, Pa. 

Mr. Jutrana. Where does he work? 

Mr. Tuomas. He works in the beam yard of the Bethlehem Steel 
Co. 

Mr. Junrana. Did you ever visit Mr. Szabo at his home in Butz- 
town, Pa.? 

Mr. Tuomas. I attended several meetings at his home, Communist 
Party meetings, in Butztown, Pa. 

Mr. Jutiana. What did you discuss at these meetings? 

Mr. Tuomas. We discussed the work of his department; at one 
time we approached him while his department was on strike, that he 
continue to serve on the picket line, and that he receive the discipline 
of the Communist Party. He accepted the discipline of the Commu- 
nist Party. 

Mr. Juxiana. Did Mr. Szabo furnish to you or to your knowledge 
any other members of the Communist Party information concerning 
the internal workings of the Bethlehem Steel Co. 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, he furnished information on the internal work- 
ings of his department to William Hood, who was the section organizer 
of the Communist Party of the Lehigh Valley section, and to myself, 
at a meeting held at his home. 

Mr. Jutiana. Mr. Szabo, to your knowledge, was a trusted member 
of the Communist Party, under Communist Party discipline, is that 
correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Juutana. I have no further questions. 

Senator Munpt. Mr. Thomas, do you know Mr. Szabo intimately 
and well? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, I do. 

Senator Munpt. Do you know him well enough to identify him if 
he is in the room at the present time? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, I think I do. 
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Senator Munpr. Will you stand up and look around and see if you 
can see Mr. Szabo? ; 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, he is sitting in this row over here. 

Senator Munpr. Pardon me. My attention was distracted. Did 
you identify Mr. Szabo? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, I did. 

Senator Munpr. Where is he seated? 

Mr. THomas. He was seated right next to the gentleman over here 
at the end of the row. 

Senator Munpr. Let the record show that Mr. Thomas has cor- 
rectly identified Mr. Szabo, and that he correctly identified Mr. 
Picucci. 

You may step down, Mr. Thomas, temporarily. 

Mr. Picueci, will you return to the stand? 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH A. PICUCCI, BETHLEHEM, PA., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY JOSEPH FORER, ATTORNEY Recalled 


Mr. Prevcer. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Picucci, so there is no chance of error in the 
record, I think you are presently under oath, but we had better swear 
you again, to make sure. 

Do you swear the testimony you are about to give is the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Prevecr. I do. 

Senator Munpr. I called you back, Mr. Picucci, for the purpose of 
asking whether you know Mr. Rufus Middletown? 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Chairman, the witness did not want the 
cameras on him, and perhaps we can wait. 

Mr. Forer. We don’t want the lights on. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Rufus Middletown of Bethlehem, Pa. 

Mr. Prevcer. Whether I do know who? 

Senator Munpt. Do you know of Mr. Rufus, R-u-f-u-s, Middleton, 
M-i-d-d-l-e-t-o-n, of Bethlehem, Pa.? 

Mr. Prevecr. I refuse to answer that, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Why? 

Mr. Pievecr. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment to not become a witness against myself. 

Senator Munptr. You may step down. 

Mr. Forrr. Are you finished with him now? 

Senator Munpr. Probably for the rest of the morning, and I am 
not sure. 

Mr. Szabo, will you come up? 

Mr. Forer. Lam Mr. Szabo’s attorney, too, and we would like the 
same rule about lights and pictures. We would like to ask the 
pictures and lights be turned off. 

Senator Munpr. After the original pictures are taken, we will turn 
them off. 

Mr. Forer. Can we have the lights off now? 

Senator Munpr. Yes. “Turn the lights off. We will discontinue 
the pictures. 

Your name is John Szabo? 

Mr. Szano. That is right. 
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Senator Munpr. You live in Butztown, Pa.? 

Mr. Szazo. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Where were you born? 

Mr. Szarno. In Europe, in Hungary. 

Senator Munpr. You were not sworn. Do you solemnly swear the 
testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Szaro. | do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN SZABO, BUTZTOWN, PA., ACCOMPANIED 
BY JOSEPH FORER, ATTORNEY 


Senator Munptr. Your name is John Szabo? 

Mr. Szarno. That is correct. 

Senator Munpt. You live in Butztown, Pa.? 

Mr. Szano. That is correct. 

Senator Munpt. And you were born in Hungary? 

Mr. Szano. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. When? 

Mr. Szaso. In 1914, August. 

Senator Munpr. When did you come to this country? 

Mr. Szaro. In 1926. 

Senator Munpr. Are you a naturalized citizen? 

Mr. Szano. Through my dad, through my father. 

Senator Munpr. Through your father? 

Mr. Szano. That is right. I was under age at the time. 

Senator Munpr. When and where was your father naturalized? 

Mr. Szano. In Easton, Northampton County. 

Senator Munpr. In Easton, Pa.? 

Mr. Szano. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Do you remember the year? 

Mr. Szano. No, I don’t. 

Senator Munpr. When was it, about? 

Mr. Szaro. In 1925. 

Senator Munpr. About 1925. 

Mr. Szarno. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. We will not hold you to the exact year, but it 
was about that time? 

Mr. Szaro. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. You were how old when you came to this country? 

Mr. Szano. Twelve years old. 

Senator Munpr. Give us a little rundown on your educational 
background. 

Mr. Szapo. Well, I attended grade school, and that is all. 

Senator Munpr. At Easton? 

Mr. Szaso. Northampton County, that is right. 

Senator Munpr. All right. After getting through grade school, 
give us a quick rundown of your economic employment. 

Mr. Szano. Well, | worked in a silk mill, | worked in roofing, and 
[ worked on horn employment and finally I got a job at the Bethlehem 
Steel. 

Senator Munpt. You work for Bethlehem Steel now? 

Mr. Szano. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. In what capacity? 
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Mr. Szaso. I am a chain man, in a beam yard. 

Senator Munpt. Do you know Mr. Herman Thomas? 

Mr. Szaso. | refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment, and I will not testify against myself, 

Senator Munpr. Are you a member of the Communist Party today? 

Mr. Szaso. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Senator Mundt: You will have to give the reason. 

Mr. Szano. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amendment, 
[ will not testify against myself, 

Senator Munpr. Do you know Mr. Rufus Middleton? 

Mr. Szaso. No, I don’t. 

Senator Mundt. You do not? 

Mr. Szaso. No. 

Senator Mundt. Do you know Mr. William Hood? 

Mr. Szaso. I refuse to answer for the same reason as before. 

Senator Munpr. What reason? 

Mr. Szaso. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amendment 
I will not testify against myself. 

Senator Munpr. Have you ever met Steve Nelson? 

Mr. Szaso. I refuse to answer on the same basis. 

Senator Munpt. You have to give the reason. 

Mr. Szaso. On the basis of my privileges under the fifth amend- 
ment, that I will not testify against myself. 

Senator Munpr. Are there any questions? 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Thomas testified that he attended Commu- 
nist Party meetings in your home. Is that a correct statement? 

Mr. Szasno. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment, and I will not testify against myself. 

Senator Porrer. When you were in the Army, how did you answer 
the question that is on the various military forms as to whether or not 
you belonged to an organization that believed in the overthrow of the 
Government by force and violence? 

Mr. Szaso. I refuse to answer on the same reason as before. 

Mr. Juuiana. Mr, Szabo, did you ever contribute money to the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Szaso. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment, and I will not testify against myself. 

Mr. Juntana. Were you ever requested to furnish information to 
members of the Communist Party concerning internal conditions at 
Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Szaso. | refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Juntana. Did you ever furnish information concerning internal 
conditions of Bethlehem Steel Co. to any member of the Communist 
P arty? 

Mr. Szaso. I refuse to answer on the same reason. 

Mr. Junrana. Are you a member of the Communist Party as of 
today? 

Mr. Szaso. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privileges under 
the fifth amendment, that I will not testify against myself. 

Mr. Juniana, Have you ever belonged to any organization which 
teaches and advocates the overthrow of the United States Government 
by force and violence? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

\Ir. Szano. Not to my knowledge. 
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Mr. Jutrana. Do you know thet the Supreme Court of this country 
has stated that the Communist Party does teach and advocate the 
overthrow of this Government by force and violence? 

Mr. Szaso. Would you repeat the question? 

Mr. Juttana. Do you know that the Supreme Court has upheld the 
conviction of the national committee members of the Communist 
Party under the Smith Act that they were members of a conspiracy to 
teach and advocate the overthrow of this Government by force and 
violence? It is a simple question. Do you know what the Supreme 
Court has said concerning the convictions of the leading Communist 
Party members? You either do or you don’t. It is not a crime to 
know what the Supreme Court has ruled. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Szano. I don’t quite understand the question yet. 

Mr. Juttana. We willskip it. Has anyone ever tried to recruit you 
into the Communist Party? 

Mr. Szasno. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privileges under 
the fifth amendment that I will not testify against myself. 

Mr. Junrana. You were a member of the United States Army, and 
were you a member of the Communist Party at that time? 

Mr. Szano. I refuse to answer on the same reason. 

Mr. Jutrana. What is the reason in full, please? 

Mr. Szano. On the basis of my privileges under the fifth amendment, 
I will not testify against myself. 

Mr. Juntana. What did you do in the Army? 

Mr. Szasno. I was an airplane mechanic. 

Senator McCarruy. Mr. Chairman, may | interrupt the testimony? 
I hesitate to do this, but I would like to read a very brief statement. 

I am deeply grateful to Senators Mundt and Potter and to Senator 
Dirksen’s administrative assistant for carrying on with these all- 
important hearings which because of difficulty with my arm I cannot 
handle. I would like to emphasize that I have not discussed the state- 
ment I am about to make with either Senator Mundt or Senator Pot- 
ter, or Senator Dirksen, and it is entirely my own statement, and they 
bear no responsibility for this. 

The exposure of Communists in defense plants handling secret 
weapons, which may well determine whether the sons of American 
mothers will live or die, is in my opinion important beyond words. 
In view of the fact that this may be my temporary swan song as 
chairman of the Investigating Committee, I think that it is important 
to comment briefly upon certain facts. 

Our committee has been held up now for approximately 10 months. 
The President of the United States has taken it upon himself to 
congratulate Senators Flanders and Watkins who have been instru- 
mental in holding up our work. There has been considerable talk 
about an apology to the Senate for my fight against communism. I feel 
rather that I should apologize to the American people for what was an 
unintentional deception upon them. 

During the Eisenhower campaign, I spoke from coast to coast, 
promising the American people that if they would elect the Eisenhower 
administration that they would be assured of a vigorous forceful fight 
against Communists in Government. Unfortunately, in this I was 
mistaken. I find that the President on the one hand congratulates 
Senators who hold up the work of our committee, and on the other 
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hand urges that we be patient, that we be patient with the Communist 
hoodlums who as of this moment are torturing and brainwashing 
American uniformed men in Communist dungeons. 

Anyone who knows even the ABC’s of the Communist war against 
free civilization knows that weakness and supineness will not free a 
single American uniformed man. If any Senator can in the future 
justify a vote to draft the sons of American mothers, then he must 
repudiate the shrinking show of weakness, and must tell those mothers 
that each young man who wears the American uniform carries the 
entire power Of this Nation with him when he goes to a foreign land. 

Unfortunately, the President sees fit to congratulate those who 
hold up the exposure of Communists in one breath, and in the next 
breath urges patience, tolerance and niceties to those who are torturing 
(merican uniformed men. 

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate vour letting me take the time to read 
this statement, and as | said before, neither you nor Senator Potter, 
nor Senator Dirksen have any responsibility for this statement, and 
I appreciate very, very much the fact that vou are going to continue 
with these hearings in my absence. 

Senator Munpr. We will proceed with Mr. Szabo. 

Mr. Jutrana. We had a question about what position you had in 
the United States Army. 

Mr. Szano. You mean what rank I held? 

Mr. Juniana. What job did vou do? 

Mr. Szano. I was a sheet-metal mechanic on airplanes. 

Senator Munpr. Will the officer close the door, please. Officer, 
will you close the door, please? 

Mr. Jutiana. Did vou serve overseas in the United States Army? 

Mr. Szarno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Junirana. Did you do any work for the Communist Party while 
vou were in the United States Army? 

Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Szano. When I worked in the United States Army, I only 
worked for the United States Army and nobody else. 

Mr. Jutrana. Did you receive any orders from the Communist 
Party while vou were in the United States Army? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Szano. When | was in the service, | was only taking orders 
from the Army, and that is all | was taking orders from. 

Mr. Jutrana. Did you take any orders from the Communist Party 
while vou were in the United States Army? 

Mr. Szano. I was taking orders from the United States Army only. 

Mr. Junrana. Did you take any from the Communist Party? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Szaso. No, only from the United States Army. 

Mr. Juttana. Did you receive any orders or any request from the 
Communist Party while you were in the United States Army? 

Mr. Szano. No, only from the United States Army. 

Mr. Juntana. Did you meet and associe.te with any members of the 
Communist Party while you were in the United States Army? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Szano. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under the 
fifth amendment, and I will not testify against myself. 
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Mr. Juntana. Did the Communist Party ask you for any informa- 
tion while you were in the United States Army? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel 

Mr. SzaBo. Nobody else but the Army asked for information. 

Mr. Junrana. Did the Communist Party? 

Senator Munpr. He has not re ae to the other question. You 

can answer that question ves or no, or take the fifth amendment. The 
question was, as Mr. Juliana st: wad 

Mr. Junrana. Did the Communist Party ask you for any informa- 
tion while you were in the United States Army? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Szaso. I have already answered the question, and I only took 
orders from the United States Army. 

Mr. Juntana. I am not asking you about orders. I am asking you 
if they requested any information from you while you were a member 
of the United States Army. I think vou can answer that yes or no. 

Senator Munpr. May the Chair say I am not going to remind vou, 
you may elect to be in contempt of the committee if you choose, or you 
may say yes or you may say no, or you may take the fifth amendment. 
You have those alternatives. 

Mr. Szaso. I already answered the question. 

Senator Munpr. You have not answered the question, and the 
Chair will now repeat the question. I will ask the reporter to read the 
question, so we will be sure we have it exactly right. 

(The reporter read the question as follows:) 

Did the Communist Party ask you for any information while you were in the 
United States Army? 

Senator Munpr. The Chair has ordered that you either answer yes 
or no, or that you take the fifth amendment, if you choose, and the 
Chair proposes that otherwise you are in contempt of this committee. 

Mr. Szaso. I have already answered the question, ‘‘No.”’ 

Senator Munpr. You have not answered the question, and you may 
answer it now. 

Mr. Szaso. I have already answered the question, “No.” 

Senator Munpr. Your answer is “No,” is that correct? 

Mr. Szaso. That is correct. 

Mr. Junrana. Let me get this straight. I will ask you again. 
Did the Communist Party ever ask you for any information while 
you were serving as a member of the United States Army? 

Mr. Szano. No, only the United States Army. 

Mr. Junirana. Did any Communist ask you for any information 
while you were a member of the United States Army? 

Mr. Szano. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privileges under 
the fifth amendment, and I will not testify against myself 

Mr. Juniana. Did you testify that you served overseas with the 
United States Army? Were you overseas? 

Mr. Szano. I was. 

Mr. Jutiana. Did you meet any Communists overseas while you 
were a member of the United States Army? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Szazso. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment, that I will not testify against myself. 

Mr. Jutiana. Did you discuss with any members of the Com- 
munist Party overseas, while you were serving overseas, information 
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and material, and did you talk about what you were doing in the 
United States Army? 

Mr. Szano. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privileges under 
the fifth amendment, that I will not testify against myself. 

Mr. Junrana. Mr. Chairman, I asked a few minutes back a ques- 
tion of the witness, and I will ask it now. Do you belong to any or- 
ganization which teaches or advocates the overthrow of the United 
States Government by force and violence? 

\MIr. Szano. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment, and I will not testify against myself. 

Mr. Junrana. Mr. Chairman, I think the record will show that 
when I asked that question before, he said he did not so belong. 

Senator Munpr. That is correct. There is a conflict in the 
testimony. 

Mr. Jutrana. You cannot waive your privilege. However, I think 
we should give him an opportunity here to correct his previous 
testimony. 

Mr. Fornr. You asked the question before and he answered it, and 
he said not to his knowledge. 

Mr. Junrana. I asked it again and he took the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Forrr. He did not understand it. Why are you asking a 
question again that was answered? 

Mr. Juntana. Does the witness want to correct the record now? 

Mr. Szano. No. 

Mr. Jutiana. That is all. 

Mr. Kennepy. You served in Italy during the war? 

Mr. Szano. That is correct. 

\ir. Kennepy. In 1944 and 1945? 

Mr. Szano. That is right. 

Mr. Kennepy. Were you in touch with any Italian Communist 
Party members while you were there? 

Mr. Szano. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did any member of the Italian Communist Party 
or the Italian Communist Party itself request any information from 
you while you were in the Army? 

Mr. Szaso. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Kennepy. You can answer that yes or no; can’t you? 

Mr. Szaso. No. 

Mr. Kennepy. The answer is no? 

The Wirngss. No. 

Mr. Forrer. How can he answer that yes or no, and how does he 
know whether somebody asked him something is a member? 

Mr. Kennepy. I am asking the question, Mr. Forer. 

Mr. Forer. J don’t think that you should ask him an unfair 
question. 

Mr. Kennepy. I don’t believe it is unfair. 

Senator Munpr. May the Chair suggest that the attorney is here 
to counsel the witness and not to counsel the committee. 

Mr. Forer. I am not sure Mr. Kennedy would not want to ask an 
unfair question. 

Mr. Kennepy. I did not think it was unfair. 

Mr. Forer. I just wanted to point out that I thought otherwise. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Szabo, I want to give you the same oppor- 
tunity that we gave Mr. Picucci, that so long as the present occupant 
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of the Chair is in charge of the deliberations of this committee, it is 
my position, and I am sure it is the position of Senator Potter, that 
we do not believe that anybody working in a defense plant under 
conditions as they exist in the world today, who is accused of being a 
Communist, and possibly a potential saboteur or espionage agent, 
all wrapped up in one, as members of the Communist Party, should 
be employed in a defense establishment today. 

We are going to make recommendations to the president of the 
Bethlehem Steel Co., in your regard, as we did with Mr. Picucci, that 
you be summarily dispensed with. 

We will make recommendations to the Secretary of Defense, Mr. 
Wilson, that they use whatever authority they have, and I think it is 
considerable, with Bethlehem Steel Co. to see that they do dismiss 
you if by any remote chance they are recalcitrant about it. 

We are going to send a copy of these hearings to Bethlehem Steel, 
and to Mr. Wilson, as well as to the Commissioner of Immigration. 
We have no desire to deprive any innocent man of a means of liveli- 
hood, but I think we ought to give you the same opportunity we gave 
Mr. Picucci. You may now, if you care to, under oath, which will be 
recorded, deny the fact that you are a member of the Communist 
Party, if you elect to do so. Do you so choose? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Szaso. No. 

Senator Munpt. You may step down. 

Mr. Attorney, we may also want him for possible future reference. 

The Chair would like to instruct Mr. Juliana to send a transeript 
of these hearings and Mr. Szabo’s testimony to the president of the 
Bethlehem Steel Co., by registered mail, return receipt requested, and 
the same to Mr. Charles Wilson, Secretary of Defense, and to send it 
also to the Commissioner of Immigration. 

I believe in our letters of transmittal to Bethlehem Steel and to 
Mr. Wilson, you make it clear that it is the conviction of this com- 
mittee that it jeopardizes our national security and tends to vitiate 
our defense program by continuing in employment in a company that 
has classified contracts a man who is unwilling to deny under oath 
charges which are made before him under oath that he is presently a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Now, Mr. Thomas. Mr. Thomas has been sworn and he continues 
to remain under oath, and Mr. Juliana may pick up the questioning. 


TESTIMONY OF HERMAN E. THOMAS——Resumed 


Mr. Junrana. Mr. Thomas, we revert back to when you were a 
member of the Communist Party in the Lehigh Valley area of Penn- 
sylvania. I want to ask you if you knew a man by the name of 
Markus Kalasz as a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Mr. Juliana, | remember Markus Kalasz, and he 
attended Communist Party meetings, and he subscribed to the 
Sunday Worker, official organ of the Communist Party, and I have 
seen him turn over moneys to Mr. William Hood, who was the section 
organizer of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Junrana. At that time, were you somewhat of an official in 
the Communist Party in the Lehigh Valley area? 

Mr. Tuomas. I was a member of the section committee and also 
the financial officer of the Communist Party of Lehigh Valley 
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Mr. Juntana. Did you in your official capacity in the Communist 
Party consider Mr. Kalasz as a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, | did 

Mr. Juntana. Was he considered a member of the Communist 
Party in good standing, by the section committee of which you were 
a member? 

\Ir. THomas. Yes, sir, he was. 

Mr. Jutrana. How long did you know him to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. From 1948 to 1952 

Mr. Junrana. Did Mr. William Hood, section organizer of the 
Communist Party, have frequent contact with Mr. Kalasz? 

Mr. THomas. As I explained in my testimony before, Mr. Juliana, 
that in August of 1950, a section secretariat was appointed. Each 
individual along with the section organizer had certain comrades 
whom they contacted, and William Hood’s contact was Markus 
Kalasz 

Mr. Junrana. Did Markus Kalasz furnish information to the 
Communist Party concerning the internal conditions at Bethlehem 
Steel Co.? , 

Mr. THomas. On one occasion when I visited Markus Kalasz’ 
home with William Hood, the section organizer of the Communist 
Party, Markus Kalasz described the conditions in his department and 
recommended to William Hood the names of two shop stewards that 
would be possible recruits for the Communist Party. William Hood 
recruited one of these shop stewards as a member of the Communist 
Party 

Mr. Juniana. Did you give to Markus Kalasz copies of the Daily 
Worker? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, sir, I did. 

Mr. Juntrana. Did you collect dues from Markus Kalasz due for 
his me mbership i in the Communist Party? 

Mr. a As I said before, I saw Markus Kalasz hand over 
money to William Hood, but I personally did not collect any dues 
from M: abe Kalasz. 

Mr. JutraANA. You were present when the money was handed over 
to William Hood? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Junrana. Was Markus Kalasz active in keeping the workers of 
Bethlehem Steel Co. alerted as to the Communist Party line? 

Mr. Tuomas. | would say so. On several occasions Markus 
Kalasz related to William Hood and myself that he had taken clip- 
pings out of the Sunday Worker which | stated is the official organ of 
the Communist Party, and posted them on the bulletin board of the 
steel foundry, the department he works at, at the Bethlehem Steel 
plant. 

Mr. Junrana. Did Markus Kalasz recruit steelworkers into the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. THomas. That I cannot say. I do not know. 

Mr. Juttana. Did William Hood ever indicate to you that Markus 
Kalasz was recruiting for the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. William Hood indicated to me that he had secured 
recruits through the efforts of Markus Kalasz. 

Mr. Juttana. That is all I have. 
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Senator Munpr. Mr. Thomas, I will ask the same question about 
Markus Kalasz that I asked about these two previous witnesses. Do 
you know him intimately and well? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; I do. 

Senator Munpr. Do vou know him well enough to identify him if 
he is in this room at the present time? 

Mr. Kennepy. Could I ask you a question? Could you tell 
this, did William Hood work for the steel company? 

Mr. Tuomas. He was a full-time organizer for the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Kennepy. And he was paid by the Communist os 

Mr. Tuomas. He was paid $45 a week from the Lehigh Valley sec- 
tion, and he received $25 a week from the district Communist Party 
of eastern Delaware and Maryland, I being the financial officer of the 
Lehigh Valley section was responsible for paying William Hood $45 
a week plus his expenses. 

Mr. Kennepy. What was his job, to contact members? 

Mr. THomas. He was a full-time organizer for the Communist 
Party, and it was his position to call section meetings, and he was the 
liaison between the district and the section. 

Mr. Kennepy. He attempted to get recruits into the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, he got quite a few recruits. 

Mr. Kennepy. And he would also get this information from various 
members in various steel plants about the type of work they were 
doing? 

Mr. THomas. That is correct, Mr. Kennedy. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you know of Markus Kalasz giving any in- 
formation to William Hood? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, Mr. Kennedy, as I stated before, | was present 
a few times when Markus Kalasz gave information to William Hood. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, for instance, in the information about some 
of the shop stewards, did he- 

Mr. Tuomas. Shop stewards, and the conditions in the shop, and 
the physical setup of the shop, and the work that they were doing in 
the shop. 

Mr. Kennepy. So he was actively cooperating with William Hood? 

Mr. Tuomas. There is no question about it. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, when he paid, Markus Kalasz paid Mr. 
William Hood this money, do you know what the purpose of that was? 

Mr. Tuomas. That I do not know. 

Mr. Kennepy. You just saw him pay him money? 

Mr. Tomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Kennepy. You don’t know whether it was Communist Party 
dues or what? 

Mr. Tuomas. No, that I cannot say. 

Mr. Kennepy. Would you assume that that is what it was, or 
would you rather not assume? 

Mr. THomas. I would like to say this, that members of the Com- 
munist Party contribute a certain amount of money each month to 
help pay the expenses of the section organizer, as well as getting out 
Communist Party propaganda. I assume that the money that Markus 
Kalasz turned over to William Hood was to be used for that purpose. 
That is only my assumption. 
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Mir. Kennepvy. Now, what about Mr. Kalasz, do vou know if he 
subscribed to the Daily Worker or not? 

Mr. Tomas. He subscribed to the Sunday Worker, which is the 
Sunday edition of the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Kennepy. What about this? Did you cover the question of 
the taking out of clippings from the Sunday Worker? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kennepy. Thank you. 

Senator Munpr. Will you stand up, Mr. Thomas, and look around 
the room and see if you can identify Mr. Markus Kalasz? 

Mir. THomas. I can’t say that 1 see him in the room. ‘There is a 
gentleman here that looks like him, and I haven’t seen Mr. Kalasz 
for about 2 years. 

Senator Mundt. Look around the room a little more, and perhaps 
you can see him. 

Mr. Tuomas. I think it is the gentleman sitting back here. 

Senator Munpv. I suggest that you go through a row at a time. 

Mr. Tomas. He is sitting right here. This is Markus Kalasz 
nght here. 

Senator Munpr. The man with the glasses on? 

Mr. THomas. That is correct. 

Senator Munopr. All right, you may step down, and Markus 
Kalasz, you may come to the witness stand. 

Let the record show that Mr. Thomas correctly identified Mr 
Kalasz in the room as he did Mr. Szabo and Mr. Picucei. 

Will you raise your right hand. Do you swear the testimony you 
are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 

th, so help you a" 

"ie KanLasz. Yes, si 


TESTIMONY OF MARKUS KALASZ, BETHLEHEM, PA. 


Senator Munpr. Are you Mr. Markus Kalasz? 

Mr. Kanasz. Yes, sir 

Senator Munpr. Do you live at 923 Spring Street, Bethlehem, Pa.? 
Mr. Kauasz. Yes. 

Senator Munpt. Where were you born? 

Mr. Kavasz. In Hungary. 

Senator Munptr. About when? 

Mr. Kanasz. In 1893, June 30. 

Senator Munpr. When did vou come to the United States? 

Mr. Kauasz. I think in 1906 or 1907 


Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Chairman, may I just ask whether the 


Witness 
Senator Munptr. You are a naturalized citizen? 
Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Chairman, eons 4 find out about whether the 
tness wants a lawyer or whether that has been covered? 
Vir. Kauasz. I could not get any 
Senator Munpr. When were vou naturalized? 
Mr. Kauasz. I believe in 1922, in Decembe 


senator MuNp?T. And where? 
Mr. Kauasz. In Allentown, Pa. I took my first paper in North 
ampton County. 
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Senator Munpr. Wher Oo ame to the United States, vou were 
how old? 

Mr. Kanasz. I think around 15 vears 

Senator Munptr. You attended school in this country 

Did you go to chool in this country? 

Mr. Katasz. No: I didn’t go to anv school here 

Senator Munpt. Give us a brief rundown of vour employment 
record. 


Mr. K ALASZ. My employment was mostly by the Be thlehem Steel 
When the bic aepression came nit was about 4 years, and thev laid 
me off, and | cot a job at the Bethlehem Fabricator In 1932, I was 
down 14 months. In 1934 sometime around June I got back to work 
and they rehired me, and I am there since 

Senator Munp1 kxcept for 4 vears, most of your adult life you 
have been emploved by Bethlehem Steel, is that right? 

Mr. Kanasz. I] was out with Bethlehem Engineering Co. because it 
Was slack there, and then it became slack at the fabricator. 

Senator Mtunpr. What was the name of the engineering company 
you worked for? 

Mr. Kauasz. It was the Bethlehem Fabricator Engineering Works 

Senator Mlunpr. Bethlehem Fabricating? 

Mr. KALASZ. Yes, sir 

Senator Munpr. Also of Bethlehem? 

Mr. Kauasz. In bridging work, beam work 

Senator Munpr. What town did you live in? 

Mr. Kauasz. Bethlehem, Pa. That is right below where I lv 
and not far away 

Senator Munpr. Where are you presently emploved? 

Mr. Katasz. Where I am living now. 

senator Mi NDT. Where are you emploved now? 

Mr. Kanasz. Bethlehem Steel. 

Senator Munpr. And what type of work? 

Mr. Kanasz. Crane operator. 

Senator Munpr. Before we go into the questions for which this 
investigation has been called, the Chair would like to ask you whether 
you desire to have an attorney? 

Mr. Karasz. That is a hard word, and I can’t understand, s 

Senator Munpr. I can’t hear you. 

Mr. Katasz. I can’t understand. That is a hard word, what you 
nean. 

Senator Munpr. The Chair is asking you whether you desire to 
have a lawyer, an attorney 

Mr. Kauasz. I should have, because of these hard words | can’t 
catch on, I should have one, but I was not prepared for that, and I did 
not know what this was about. [| called up the union, United Steel- 
workers, right here, and they said all of their lawyers are out, and they 
can’t do anything for me, and so I am here without a lawyer. Yester- 
day, I did not think on this. 

Senator Porrrer. You remember yesterday? 

Mr. Kauasz. I called the district officer in and they said it was too 
late. 

Senator Munptr. When did you call him, this morning? 

Mr. Katasz. Our union, the United Steelworkers, called district 
office from here. 
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Senator Munpr. When was that? 

Mr. Kauasz. This morning. 

Senator Porrer. Do vou recall, Mr. Kalasz, that yesterday in 
executive session, I asked you then if you felt the need for an attorney 
or a lawye1 

Mir. Kauasz. Yes, you did, but I did not know, and I never knew 
what this thing came about, and what it is, and so I thought I did not 
need any, because of the serious thing they bring against me, and | 
did not know anything about. As I said vesterday, it is true, that is 
the fact what I stated yesterday, and what I hear today from Mr. 
Thomas, I think that that is wrong. 

Senator Munpr. Let us get that down to brass tacks. Now, Mr. 
Kalasz, do you want to continue as a witness today, or do you prefer 
to wait until tomorrow and come back with a lawyer? 

Mr. Katasz. At the present time I cannot do that now, at the 
pres nt time it is impossible to get me a lawver, because if I L£0 back 
home and get a lawve! from there 

Senator Munpr. You can come back tomorrow if you prefer to 

( n auwvel 

Mr. Kanasz. I don’t think I ean do that 

Senator Munpr. Or we will be happy to hear you now, either way. 


Mr. Kauasz. I do not think that I ean do that I don’t have the 
ey, and I don’t have anything on hand, and I have got to go back 
ome, and my wife is sick, and she is 
Senator Munpb1’ Do vou prefer to continue this orming, then? 
Mr. Kauasz. I was seeking fo1 one, but I could not get any | 
called the United Auto Workers. CIO, because I could not find any 


ed Steelworkers of America. I called them. 

enator Munpr. You called a lot of organizations that have got 
a lot of lawyers, I will say that, and it is strange that they are all 
DUS) 

Mr. Kanasz. Sir, | don’t know, and I can’t hire a lawyer whom | 
don't how | can’t hire a lawyer whom I don’t know, and in Beth- 
lehem probably I could get one, but I can’t afford to hire a lawyer 

Senator Munpr. It is up to you. You can come back tomorrow 
with a lawyer or you can testify now. I can’t make up your mind. 

Mr. Kauasz. I ean’t do it because I don’t have what it needs, that 
is money 

Senator Munpt. We are going to be in session this afternoon, 
and you come back tomorrow with a lawyer or you can come back 
this afternoon with a lawyer, or you can come back without a lawyer 
and testify as you choose. That is up to you. We will continue to 
hold you under subpena, and you may come to this room at 3 o’clock 
this afternoon and tell us what your decision is. 

We will stand in recess until 3 o’clock this afternoon. 

Thereupon at 12:30 p. m., a recess was taken until 3 p. m., the 
same day 


